1 This number is different from that in the Index to Etty as nine mentions of novel titles and characters without Dostoevsky's name are not included in the Index. however, I must present the context in which to place Hillesum's love for the Russian author and Russia in general.
Slavonic Studies
The fact that Etty Hillesum had a particular interest in Russia has two likely sources: her mother, Rebecca Bernstein, was Russian (born in Pochep [] ) and, after completing her law studies, in 1939 Etty Hillesum turned her attention to Slavonic studies. Because Hillesum's father was Dutch, it is unlikely that much Russian was spoken at home, although Louis Hillesum, a classicist, had developed some interest in Russian after his marriage: together with his wife and daughter he followed literature courses on Pushkin in Russian in Amsterdam. On the other hand, a mother naturally talks to her child in her native tongue, and Etty Hillesum must have learned elementary Russian from her mother: "Had quite a respectable conversation in Russian with Mother [. . .]."
4 She also knew enough Russian to give private lessons while studying. Etty Hillesum did not begin her Slavonic studies without preparation.
Since she chose a second study, and was not driven by economic necessity, it is clear that this was a considered choice. At the time, Slavonic studies could only be pursued in Leiden as a main subject and in Amsterdam as a subsidiary one. Etty Hillesum attended lectures in both places. There was a world-famous, much loved Slavonic scholar in Leiden, Professor Nicolaas van Wijk, with whom Etty Hillesum studied Old Church Slavonic. She had great difficulty with this subject which traditionally is the most difficult part of Slavonic studies: "But now: Church Slavonic [. . .] For months I have been sitting there just staring at it, and whenever I finally make up my mind to take up that old Bulgarian once more, I get something like a lump in my throat [. . .] ." 5 Nevertheless, her motivation was so strong that she travelled to Van Wijk's house in The Hague every week for months.
Nicolaas van Wijk's sudden death on 21 March 1941 made a devastating impression on Etty Hillesum, who devoted four pages in her
